Charles Pouaha must stay!
"I escaped and came to England on the 26th of November 2002, but instead of finding refuge here I have been drowning in problems; since I came to this country and presented myself to immigration as an asylum-seeker, I have suffered the evils that I was trying to forget yet again.  
“I have been held in detention since the 29th August 2003.  Because I know my situation is very dangerous in Cameroon, and I know how failed asylum seekers who are deported to Cameroon are treated, I resisted deportation.”
We are campaigning for:

· Charles to be freed from detention

· Charles to be recognised as a political refugee and to be given the right to stay in the UK
Please support Charles' campaign for refuge:

Charles Pouaha must stay campaign

c/o P.O. Box 858, London E11 1YG
charlesmuststay@yahoo.co.uk
www.yre.org.uk/charlespouaha

Charles' case
Charles was imprisoned and tortured - including being beaten on the soles of his feet with the flats of machete blades - by the Cameroonian authorities for his political activities as part of the Committee pour le Soutien de la Liberte, which is affiliated to the Social-Democratic Front (SDF, the main opposition group in Cameroon).
Persecution of opposition activists in Cameroon, as well as others who criticise the regime like journalists and trade unionists, is well-documented. 
'Systematic torture'

According to Amnesty International and the UN Committee against Torture the Cameroonian authorities use ‘malicious prosecution, arbitrary arrest and excessive force against demonstrators as tools of political repression', 'systematic torture' against people arrested by the police and gendarme and conditions in many prisons so bad amounted to cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment.

Asylum refused by Home Office
Campaigners and lawyers agree that Charles has a good case, but that this was badly dealt with by his first solicitor.  As a result Charles has now had three separate asylum applications refused.  
Because his first application was turned down with adverse credibility findings made against Charles by the adjudicator, the Home Office and courts have used this to turn down everything else since, no matter what evidence has been provided to support Charles' case.  

For more info please visit:
www.yre.org.uk/charlespouaha
